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PARISH LIFE y tamp s valblefor
The Sanctuary Lamp is available for special
¢

intentions. The Lamp burns weekly for deceased
members of a family or requests for a special
intention. The donation is $20. Please call the
Rectory for further information.. This week’s
Sanctuary Lamp burns for
Richard T. Walker Sr.
rq by Loving Wife & Family

WINTER SCHEDULE

Masses Mon - Fri 8A, Sat 5P, Sun 9A.
Office Hours Mon - Fri 9A - 1P.

Church Hours Mon - Fri 8:30A - 12P.
Confessions Sat 1P - 2P inside the church
sacristy.
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WEEKLY PRAYER

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 27, 2020

12/27 Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1] or
Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [7a, 8a]/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Heb
11:8,11-12, 17-19/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40

12/28 1)n 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18
12/29 1]Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-23, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35
12/30  1)n 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40
12/31 1)n2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1-18

1/1 Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21
1/2 1Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/Jn 1:19-28
1/3 Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11)/Eph 3:2-33, 5-6/
Mt 2:1-12

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 27, 2020

Sunday: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Monday: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
Tuesday: St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr
Thursday: St. Sylvester |, Pope; New Year's Eve
Friday: Mary, The Holy Mother of God; New Year's Day; World Day of Peace
Saturday: Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, o
Bishops and Doctors of the Church e T e
Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord; National Migration Week
LIVE THE LITURGY
Inspiration for the week %U

While families come in all shapes and sizes and no two are the same, they

all need a common focus and grounding. Families are intended to be )
pivotal in providing us with a proper social structure and understanding, a M}
support system, lessons about relationships and communication and the

unconditional acceptance and love we so desperately crave. In additional
to all of these things, the axis of every family has to be centered on faith.

It is here that we can learn about the virtues and discover the windows to v
God Himself in His gifts of faith, hope, and love. We can learn, modeling
our experience after the Holy Family, how to use these as anchors in our

lives so that we can live out the other virtues with greater integrity. Because

our human families struggle with weakness and sin, we have to come back

to the Holy Family often for inspiration and guidance. In the bond of love e S——
that they shared, they clung to the anchor of God Himself and endured

challenges far greater than many we will ever face.
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FIRST READING

The Lord took Abram outside and said,

“Look up at the sky and count the stars, if you can.

Just so,” he added, “shall your descendants be.”
(Gn 15:5)

_%__

PSALM

The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.
(Ps 105)

_.%__

SECOND READING

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to
go out to a place
that he was to receive as an inheritance;
he went out, not knowing where he was to go.
(Heb 11:8)

__%__

GOSPEL

The child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom;
and the favor of God was upon him. (Lk 2:40)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001,
1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

WORSHIP & MEDITATION

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

Tragedy and disappointment are inevitable. What sees you through this? There will
be challenges, changes, unexpected circumstances, interrupted plans, hurts, and
injustices experienced by every human being at some point in their lives. We will be
asked to adjust our plans, change course, and even encounter suffering and death.
Where do we learn all of the lessons we need to live life well? Some of them we learn
along the way but much of what we bring to life, positive and negative, comes from
our early beginnings, our families. This is our early world and provides the blueprint
for how we see the bigger, more inclusive world, which unfolds before us.

Our families of origin can be sources of grace, heartache or a combination of both.
Families are intended to be pivotal in providing us with proper social structure and
understanding, a support system, lessons about relationships and communication,
and the unconditional acceptance and love we so desperately crave. They can also
determine whether we have an accessible and healthy relationship with God. Many
of life's challenges can literally bring us to our knees and require that we possess a
strength of character that resides well beyond the superficialities of our world. At
some point we will all need three coping gifts that can be given to us only by God:
faith, hope, and love. Our families help us learn that we are not the ones responsible
for their creation, but God!

Our experience of early family life colors all of our relationships and what we

expect to achieve from life in general. Resolving conflicts, dealing with difficulty and
suffering, celebrating accomplishments, prioritizing our needs, listening to God's call,
understanding relationships, understanding disappointment, learning about the
virtues and living a centered focused life are all lessons our families either succeed
in teaching or do not. To succeed, as God has designed and ordered our world, is to
discover his presence and then trust that Presence. The Holy Family can teach even
the most dysfunctional family how to best use God's gifts of faith, hope, and love to
find him and do his will. Their simple humble example is always before us, showing
us the way. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us!
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LITURGICAL LIFE

RESPONDI%%%

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP WHY DO WE DQ THAT?
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments Catholic Life Explained:
Question:

What a year it has been! How will we speak of these times a decade from now? As time goes
by, our impressions of this past year will certainly change. How we feel today about dealing
with a killer virus and all the chaos surrounding that is still fresh for all. | would assume that
most of us right now are also holding those we love a little closer and hugging them a little
harder. Hopefully, even if the fears and concerns of 2020 dissipate in the future, the way we
feel toward our family should never leave us.

I've seen people hang rosaries over the
rear-view mirrors in their cars and a few
of them wear them around their necks.
Is it OK to do that?

Stewardship is certainly about everything. God has given us so much, great and small, Answer:

profound and common. One of the greatest gifts that all have received is family. Families take The practice of hanging a rosary or

all shapes and sizes and some look very different than others. For some, family is a caretaker a religious medal off of the rearview

or temporary guardian. For others it is a friend when everyone else seems to have vanished. mirror of one’s car is a fairly popular
The bottom line is that, to quote a song from many years ago, “people need people.” custom across many cultures. While
When God gave the world His only Son, the Incarnation did not come on a cloud or with a there is no particular rule approving or
flash of light. He was born into a family. Jesus understood the gift of family all his life. Do you condemning this practice, we should
think that if having a family wasn't important God would have still included this in the plan of also be mindful of the respect and
salvation? reverence due to religious objects and

devotional items (i.e. sacramentals).

An important point to consider would be
the reason why one chooses to

place a rosary or religious medal in our
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS cars. Is it a reminder of the protection
and intercession of Mary and the
saints? Does it encourage us to be
mindful of God's presence, even in

such a mundane task as driving? Is it an
outward expression of our more private
devotions?

One advantage of having a rosary or
religious medal in our cars is that it

can also serve as a reminder to pray
when we travel, asking for protection
for ourselves and for other motorists

or commuters. Certainly, invoking the
protection and prayers of the saints is a
wonderful practice for families, helping
to reinforce our belief in the communion
of saints and the care and concern we
owe to one another.

As this year draws to a close, remember your stewardship many days begins and ends with
the people closest to you. Don't misuse or take for granted this precious gift. God gives us gifts
on purpose, even to His only begotten Son.

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!
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LITURGICAL LIFE

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK
Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

The story of Abram and Sarah and their struggle to have a family centers on Abram’s faith in
the Lord. When have you needed to rely on faith when it comes to your family?

The author of Hebrews holds up Abraham as a model for the faith. When have you had to
unconditionally trust in the Lord?

Only Luke records the presentation in the Temple of the baby Jesus. Simeon reveals to
Mary and Joseph insights into Jesus and his destiny. How do you imagine Mary and Joseph
understood Simeon's words?

SUPPORT OUR
LOCAL ADVERTISERS

Our advertisers need your help
during these difficult times!

Please show your support for

your parish by also supporting our
advertisers. We wouldn't be able to
bring you our bulletin every week
without them, and right now they
need your help more than ever. Please
encourage and remind others to show
their support and shop local during
these hard times!

When they had fulfilled
all the prescriptions
of the law of the Lord,
they returned to Galilee,
to their own town of
Nazareth. The child grew
and became strong, filled

with wisdom; and the

favor of God was upon him.

-Lk 2:39-40

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD
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LITURGICAL LIFE

3 EASY STEPS
To Keeping Yourself & Others Healthy!

We are cautioned to be especially careful during the Coronavirus outbreak.
Here are some simple ways to keep sickness away.

Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds using soap and water. If you can't wash
your hands, use hand sanitizer frequently.

Especially around the eyes, nose and mouth. If you must sneeze, use a tissue or
your arm.

Practice social distancing during this epidemic and stay away from large groups.
Instead, call, email or check up on family and friends using social media.

“For my eyes

have seen your
salvation,
which you
prepared in the
sight of all the
peoples,

a light for
revelation to the
Gentiles,
and glory for your

people Israel.”

- Lk 2:30-32

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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(Owner-inactive)

SHAMROCK STAGE COACH

For Your Busing Needs Drivers Needed. Will Train.

347 Main St., Keansburg
CHARLIE HOCKEY - President

732-787-1113

Consider Newly Renovated
Semembering Jacqueline M. Ryan
Your Will. Home For Funerals

Family Owned and Operated Since 1947

Now a third generation to serve the community with the
compassion and care that has become the

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

DAVID ]. FOLEY

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
274 Main Street, Keansburg

(732) 495-6500  Fax: (732) 495-3300

Ryan Family Hallmark.
Specializing in:
Personal Attention e Pre-Arrangements ® Payment Plans

Manager: Alicia Kedz Sarin ® NJ Lic. # 4062 e Fax: 732-495-7373
732-787-1177

233 Carr Avenue, Keansbhurg

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
v/ Ambulance Solutions as Low as $ 1 9.95 amonth

v/Police v'Fire

v/Friends/Family FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts
This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

CALL 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fa::gi;:::iit,anteEdl

NOw!
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedA/ert EAsY set-up,NO Contract

Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide!  24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Moragan

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

¢ French Drains * Foundation Repair
* Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777

morganbasementwaterproofing.com

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . ...
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

UPERAIED © 4 HATIONS U PER

www.shorepointfh.com

[ | ) &

Michael Pavone, Owner/Manager
NJ License #4556

3269 Route 35 North e Hazlet 7132-203-9200
PREARRANGEMENT & PREPAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

CatholicCruisesandTours andTheApostleshiﬂ
of the Sea of the UnitedStatesof America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Kean

Senior Citizen Discounts
Visit our new Modern Office Digital X-Rays
Up to 90% less radiation

Most Insurances Accepted Office Hours By Appointment

Tel (732) 945-8283

365 Carr Ave. Keansburg, NJ 07734

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

For Information ... Call
800.524.0263

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY

NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

 Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!
» Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available
e Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823

or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

511576 St Ann Church

wnanw.jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263





